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Federal Maritime Commission § 540.23 

Subpart B—Proof of Financial Re-
sponsibility, Bonding and Cer-
tification of Financial Respon-
sibility To Meet Liability In-
curred for Death or Injury to 
Passengers or Other Persons 
on Voyages 

§ 540.20 Scope. 
The regulations contained in this 

subpart set forth the procedures where-
by owners or charterers of vessels hav-
ing berth or stateroom accommoda-
tions for 50 or more passengers and em-
barking passengers at U.S. ports shall 
establish their financial responsibility 
to meet any liability which may be in-
curred for death or injury to pas-
sengers or other persons on voyages to 
or from U.S. ports. Included also are 
the qualifications required by the Com-
mission for issuance of a Certificate 
(Casualty) and the basis for the denial, 
revocation, suspension, or modification 
of such Certificates. 

§ 540.21 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart, the following 

terms shall have the following mean-
ings: 

(a) Person includes individuals, cor-
porations, partnerships, associations, 
and other legal entities existing under 
or authorized by the laws of the United 
States or any state thereof or the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands or 
any territory or possession of the 
United States, or the laws of any for-
eign country. 

(b) Vessel means any commercial ves-
sel having berth or stateroom accom-
modations for 50 or more passengers 
and embarking passengers at U.S. 
ports. 

(c) Commission means the Federal 
Maritime Commission. 

(d) United States includes the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands or any territory or possession 
of the United States. 

(e) Berth or stateroom accommodations 
or passenger accommodations includes 
all temporary and all permanent pas-
senger sleeping facilities. 

(f) Certificate (Casualty) means a Cer-
tificate of Financial Responsibility to 
Meet Liability Incurred for Death or 

Injury to Passengers or Other Persons 
on Voyages issued pursuant to this sub-
part. 

(g) Voyage means voyage of a vessel 
to or from U.S. ports. 

(h) Insurer means any insurance com-
pany, underwriter, corporation or asso-
ciation of underwriters, ship owners’ 
protection and indemnity association, 
or other insurer acceptable to the Com-
mission. 

(i) Evidence of insurance means a pol-
icy, certificate of insurance, cover 
note, or other evidence of coverage ac-
ceptable to the Commission. 

(j) For the purpose of determining 
compliance with § 540.22, passengers em-
barking at United States ports means any 
persons, not necessary to the business, 
operation, or navigation of a vessel, 
whether holding a ticket or not, who 
board a vessel at a port or place in the 
United States and are carried by the 
vessel on a voyage from that port or 
place. 

§ 540.22 Proof of financial responsi-
bility, when required. 

No vessel shall embark passengers at 
U.S. ports unless a Certificate (Cas-
ualty) has been issued to or covers the 
owner or charterer of such vessel. 

§ 540.23 Procedure for establishing fi-
nancial responsibility. 

(a) In order to comply with section 2 
of Pub. L. 89–777 (46 U.S.C. 44101, 44103– 
44106) enacted November 6, 1966, there 
must be filed an Application on Form 
FMC–131 for a Certificate of Financial 
Responsibility to Meet Liability In-
curred for Death or Injury to Pas-
sengers or Other Persons on Voyages. 
Copies of Form FMC–131 may be ob-
tained from the Secretary, Federal 
Maritime Commission, Washington, DC 
20573. 

(b) An application for a Certificate 
(Casualty) shall be filed in duplicate 
with the Secretary, Federal Maritime 
Commission, by the vessel owner or 
charterer at least 60 days in advance of 
the sailing. Late filing of the applica-
tion will be permitted only for good 
cause shown. All applications and evi-
dence required to be filed with the 
Commission shall be in English, and 
any monetary terms shall be expressed 
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